(e calendar by a member of the society ;
(he originals are painted in water colors
on Japanese rice paper, and are very artis-
tic bird portraits. The same artist is now
11 work on drawings of new birds for a
culendar for 1900, which the directors
hope will be reproduced by a more accu-
rate and satisfactory process.

I'he Bird Chart of colored drawings of
\wenty-six common birds, which the Direc-
lors undertook last spring, is now ready.
I'he drawings have all been especially
made for the chart by E. Knobel and are
reproduced by the Forbes Lithograph
\lanufacturing Co., on twelve stones.
Some of our best ornithologists have seen
the color proof and pronounce it good.
The society has published a descriptive
pamphlet to accompany the chart which
has been prepared by Ralph Hoffman.
Ilis sketches of the birds are delightfully
written, and the book' is valuable in itself.®

T'he Directors have recently sent out a
new circular mainly in Boston and vicinity,
which briefly describes the work under-
taken and asks for further codperation
rom interested persons, and states that
“in addition to our first object, the sup-
port of other measures of importance for
the further protection of our native birds
has been assumed by the Society. Among
such measures may be mentioned:

1. Circulation of literature.

2. Improved legislation in regard to the
Lilling of birds, and the better enforce-
ment of present laws.

3. Protection during the season for cer-
tain breeding places of Gulls, Herons and
other birds, which, without such protec-
tion will soon be exterminated.

4. Educational measures. This includes
the publication of colored wall charts of
Dirds, Audubon Calendars and other helps
to bird study.

The response to this circular has been
uratifying.

The society now numbers over twenty-
four hundred persons, twenty-six of these
are Life Associates, having paid twenty-
five dollars at one time ; four hundred and

#See note on this chart and pamphlet in Book
News and Reviews.

seventy-five are Associates, paying one
dollar annually; the remaining are Life
Members, having paid twenty-five cents.
While the rage for feather decoration is
unabated, we feel that there is steadily
growing a sentiment among our best peo-
ple in condemnation of the custom. There
is a noticeable decrease in the use of
aigrettes and of our native birds, except-
ing the Terns and the plumage of the Owl;
and a marked increase in the employment
of the wings and feathers of the barnyard
fowl. While the latter continue to feed the
fashion they are harmless in themselves.
HarrieT E. RicHARDS, Sec’y.

THE RHODE ISLAND SOCIETY
»

“Tue AupusoN SocieTy of Rhode Island
was organized in October, 1897, and has
now about 350 members.

The purposes of the society, according
to its by-laws, are: the promotion of an
interest in bird-life,¥ the encouragement
of the study of*ornithology, and the pro-
tection of wild birds and their eggs.
Some work has been done in the schodls,
abstracts of the state laws relating to
birds have been circulated throughout the
state, lectures have been given, and a
traveling library has been purchased for
the use of the branch societies.

Nearly five, thousand circulars of vari-
ous kinds have been distributed, and it is
evident that the principles of the society
are becoming well known and are exert-
ing an influence, even in that difficult
branch of Audubon work, the millinery

crusade. ANNIE M. GRANT, Sec'y.

THE CONNECTICUT SOCIETY

A score of ladies met in Fairfield on
January 28, 1898, and formed ““The Au-
dubon Society of the State of Connecti-
cut.’’ Mrs. James Osborne Wright was
chosen president and an executive com-
mittee provisionally elected, representing
so far as possible at the beginning, the
State of Connecticut.

An effort was made to find every school
district in the state, and a Bird-Day pro-

T

gramme was sent to 1,350 of these schools.
Care was naturally used to see that the
rural schools, at least, should be reached.
* Through the kindness of Congressman Hill
of this district, one of our vice-presidents,
740 copies of Bulletin No. 54, ‘Some
Common Birds in their Relation to Agri-
culture,’ issued by the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, were received by
the secretary, and 6oo of these have been

mailed to individuals.

The Society has had two lectures pre-
pared, one by Willard G. Van Name, en-
titled ‘ Facts About Birds That Concern
the Farmer,' illustrated by sixty colored
lantern slides, and one by Mrs. Mabel Os-
good Wright, on ‘The Birds About
Home,’ illustrated by seventy colored
slides. A parlor stereopticon has been
purchased einprojecting the slides.

e lectures and slides—areimrended
primarily for the use of the local secre-
taries of the society, and after these for
such members of the society as desire
to give educational entertainments in the
interest of bird protection.

The only expense connected with the use
of the lectures and slides will be the ex-
pressage from Fairfield to place and return.

Under no circumstances will the outfit
be allowed to go outside of the State of
Connecticut.

The oil lantern accompanying the slides
is suitable for a large parlor or school
room, and can be worked by anyone
understanding the focussing of a photo-
grgphic camera, but it is advised that
when the audience is to be composed
of more than fifty people the exhibitor
should secure a regular stereopticon.

Applications should be made at least
two weeks before the outfit is desired.

No admission fee is to be charged at
any entevtainment at whickh the outfit is
used, the intention of the Audubon So-
ciety of the State of Connecticut being
to furnish free information about our
birds, and so win many, who may never
have given the matter a thought, to a
sense of the necessity and wisdom of
their protection.

The secretary is glad to report on
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January 1, 1899, that the society has had
practical proof of the success of its ex-
periment in sending out these free illu-
strated lectures. Much interest has been
awakened by them, and the State Board
of Agriculture has listed both lectures
for the Farmers' Institutes, held during
the winter months. Much enterprise is
being shown by local secretaries. An
illustrated lecture by Mrs. Kate Tryon,
having been given in Bridgeport, Novem-
ber 19, under the auspices of Miss Grace
Moody (local secretary), Mrs. Howard N.
Knapp, and Mrs. C. K. Averill. While
Mr. Frank M. Chapman lectured before
a large audience at the Stamford High
School, on December 2, under the au;
spices of Mrs. Walter M. Smith, the
local secretary of that city.
HarrieT D. C. GLOVER,
Cor. Sec'y and Zreas.

NEW YORK SOCIETY

Since November, 1897, the society has
distributed 13,465 leaflets, making a total
distribution of over 40,000 since its
organization on February 23, 1897.

In spite of this large circulation of
literature, the society has only 529 mem-
bers, including g9 patrons, 7 sustaining
members, 356 members, 157 junior mem-
bers.

Financially, the society is now in a
sound condition.

During the year two public meetings
have been held in the large lecture hall
of the American Museum of Natural His-
tory, at both of which the hall was well
filled. Addresses were made by Dr.

"Henry van Dyke, Dr. Heber Newton, and

others.

A 'Bird Talk’ was also given by Mr.
W. T. Hornaday, at the house of one of
the honorary vice-presidents, which was
well attended.

In educational work we have secured
the publication of a paper on ‘The Re-
lation of Birds to Trees,’ by Florence A.
Merriam, in the annual Arbor Day Man-
ual of New York State, and Mr. Chapman,
chairman of our Executive Committee,



